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WESTERN AUSTRALIA, JOB CREATION FIGURES 

62. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Premier: 
Can the Premier advise the house how many jobs have been created in Western Australia over the past month? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
The latest employment figures have just been released, and they show that 7 600 Western Australians went into 
jobs over the past month.  This is an excellent result.  At five per cent, our unemployment rate remains below the 
national average.  We have very, very strong participation rates in Western Australia.  Over the March quarter 
employment in Western Australia grew by 1.8 per cent.  This is the highest growth of all the states and it 
compares with the national figure of 1.1 per cent.  I am pleased to report to the Parliament that since my 
government was elected in 2001, 100 000 jobs have been created in Western Australia.  It is interesting and 
pleasing that the youth unemployment rate in WA is 11.8 per cent.  It was 29.7 per cent when we came to power 
and it is now down to 11.8 per cent.  We will continue that campaign to get our youngsters into education and 
training so they can enjoy the opportunities that are coming with the great growth in Western Australia.  What is 
even more pleasing about these figures is their relevance to every part of Western Australia, particularly the 
regions, because my government has dedicated itself to promoting and developing regional Western Australia.  
When it comes to the development of regional Western Australia, we have the runs on the board.  Jobs are being 
created in the Kimberley, the Pilbara, the Murchison-Gascoyne region, the mid west, the goldfields-Esperance 
region, the great southern and many of the other great regions of Western Australia.  The Western Australian 
government has been focused on infrastructure for the regions, which leads to jobs for the regions and in turn to 
opportunities for young Western Australians who live in the regions.  This is the result of excellent policy from 
my government; it is the result of the creativity of many people in Western Australia; it is the result of hard work 
by the working people of Western Australia; and it is the result of a state that has tremendous potential and is 
realising that potential under this government. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order the members for Merredin and Warren-Blackwood. 
 


